


[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Meeting of the Royalton Board of Tax Abatement
April 6, 2016
7:00 p.m. Town Offices Conference Room
2460 Vermont Route 14, South Royalton, Vermont 05068

Members present: Selectboard; Phil Gates, Joan Goldstein and Sandra Conrad. Justices of the Peace; David Ainsworth, Bushrod Powers, Bruce Post, Alison Gravel, William Ballou, Sue Cain, John Dumville and Hoyt Bingham. Listers; Walter Hastings and Jeff Barcelow. Treasurer; LuAnn Bingham. Town Clerk; Karmen Bascom.

Members absent: Selectboard; Larry Trottier and Peg Ainsworth. Justices of the Peace; Hoyt Bingham. Listers; Bruce Washburn. 

Guests present: Collector of Delinquent Taxes; Theresa Harrington, Linda LaCroix, Will Hein and Jenny Knernschield. 

The Royalton Board of Tax Abatement met at the Town Offices Conference Room on Wednesday, April 6, 2016 at 7 p.m. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chair David Ainsworth, who noted the board would proceed with all abatement hearing requests before entering into deliberative session.

Agenda
I    Abatement Requests

	A. D. LaCroix (Appellant L. LaCroix) Parcel # B—230
	Linda LaCroix requested abatement of 2015 taxes and penalties totaling $8,086.43 behalf of her brother, Didace 	LaCroix, due to extreme hardship (noting incarceration, congestive heart failure and advanced age).  In addition, 	Linda LaCroix paid Theresa Harrington, Collector of Delinquent Taxes, for the 2014 back taxes and continues to 	work toward paying off Mr. LaCroix’s debt using his retirement payments. The listers said they would re-	evaluate his property appraisal due to recent vandalism.

	B. W. Hein, Parcel # E—540
	William Hein requested abatement of 2013 taxes and penalties totaling $5,210.88. He maintained he was unable 	to pay the taxes interest and collection fees due to the loss of his homestead exemption, which the state used to   	cover child support and the loss of his business due to a an injury resulting in permanent disability. He has 	worked to recoup by selling off his vehicle collection and has steadily brought in payments to cover 2014 and 	2015. Theresa Harrington noted he has also made a $100.00 payment towards his 2013 back taxes.

	C. C. & P. Peters (Appellant, T. Harrington) Parcel # J—560
  	Theresa Harrington, requested an abatement for the Clayton and Pauline Peters Property (uninhabited mobile 	home) on Menkiti property, because the Peter’s have moved out of state. The 2010 tax bill (last time billed) 	amount to be abated would be $99.27.

	D. R. Gadway, SR. (Appellant J. Gadway) Parcel # Q—920
	The Board of Tax Abatement reviewed the Gadway abatement request for their home, which burned down on 	February 24, 2016. They requested ½ of the home portion of taxes be abated until their new house was 	appraised. 

	E. M. Wood, Parcel # C – 665
	The Board of Tax Abatement reviewed the Wood abatement request for abatement of all 2015 taxes and 	penalties   due to inability to pay taxes, interest and collection fees. 

	F. Additional request by B & C Rentals (Appellant Willo R. and Bea McCullough and Dan and Cathy McCullough) 	Parcel # G—460
	The board noted the request for abatement of $311.75 in penalties they believe could have been avoided on the    	above property they purchased at tax sale. Also, they noted in their statement that the property sold to them 	was relocated by the listers, which negated an area of the O’Pray lot. The listers noted they had spoken with the 	McCullough’s and that the property in that region was not as clearly defined as some, but they would be willing   	to work with current owners to better assess the surrounding land.   

	G. Additional request by Appellant Theresa Harrington for abatement of $2.06 for Parcel # J—579 belonging to 	Damon Delcore. This land portion of only .12 acres, is part of a larger parcel located in Tunbridge. Delcore lives 	out of state and Harrington noted the expense of dealing with such a miniscule 	amount of property tax was 	more costly to Royalton than a simple abatement. 
	
	The board entered deliberative and upon exiting cast the following votes:
	
	The LaCroix property motion to abate all 2015 taxes and penalties was amended to abate only the town 	portion 	being $2,235.97 plus only the town portion of penalties passed. Reasoning: Linda LaCroix has been making 	payments on Didace LaCroix’s back taxes and continues to work with Royalton to maintain current taxes despite 	significant hardship due to owner’s failing health and current incarceration.

	The Hein property motion to abate all 2013 taxes and penalties was amended to abate only the town portion 	being $1,215.61 and only the town portion of penalties, passed. Reasoning: Will Hein had previous health 	issues and economic hardship, but is current with 2015 taxes and has begun to pay back 2013 taxes. 	

	The Peters property motion to abate $99.27 passed. Reasoning: Abandoned mobile home of no value; owners 	living out of state.

	The Gadway motion to abate one half of 2015 taxes paid was amended to abate $3,000. Amended motion 	passed. Reasoning: home and garage burned to ground on February 24, 2016. All additional buildings intact. 

	The Wood motion to abate all 2015 delinquent taxes and penalties did not pass. Reasoning: No new data was 	presented at meeting.
	
	The B & C Rentals abatement request for interest totaling $311.75 on a property purchased at tax sale did not 	pass. Reasoning: request did not meet abatement criteria.

	The Damon Delcore abatement request of $2.06 passed. Reasoning: cost of billing disproportionately high due 	to miniscule amount of property.

	A public meeting schedule was not determined at this time.

   



Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Karmen M. Bascom, Royalton Town Clerk





