
 

 

Town of Royalton 
Royalton Selectboard Meeting 

August 8, 2016 7:00pm 
Town Office on Route 14 

Royalton Selectboard: Larry Trottier, Sandy Conrad, Joan Goldstein, Phil Gates 
Regrets: Peggy Ainsworth 
Public Present: Jojo Levasseur, Beth Wilhite, Sarah Buxton,  Doug Johnstone, Dave Huber, Jennie Auster, Wayne Elliot,  
Troy and Jennifer Stratton, Jessica Carpenter, Ryan Skinner, Julie Sanderson, Annette Ruotolo, Tammy Blakeney, Fred 
Swett, Paula Clark, Cheryl Morrill, Michal Morrill, Sean Hurdle, Steven Conrow, Louis Craven, Jude Arbuiso, Don Boule 
Town Staff: Rose Hemond Town Administrator, Royalton Police Chief Jim Beraldi 
 
Royalton Selectboard Chairman Larry Trottier opened the meeting at 7:00 pm  

Jennie Auster and Wayne Elliot from Aldrich and Elliot reviewed the contract for the Royalton Wastewater Facility Design. 
Jennie went through the scope of services which included: field services, pre design and final design services. Jennie 
reviewed the design criteria and the budget for this phase of services.  The budget for this phase is $132.200.00 which will 
be funded through a loan from the Vermont Wastewater revolving Loan Fund. She informed the board that this project will 
go to bid in the spring of 2017. Larry asked about keeping spare parts for the new generator in stock and Jennie told him 
this was a something they could arranges. S. Conrad motioned and J. Goldstein seconded to sign the Royalton 
Wastewater Facility design phase contract with Aldrich and Elliot. Motion passed 3 approved one recused.  

S. Conrad motioned and J. Goldstein seconded to change the amount of the Vermont Wastewater revolving Loan 
to include up to $8000.00 for other eligible project costs such as legal, special service permitting.  The loan could 
be for as much as $152,200.00.  Motion passed 3-0 

Doug Johnstone and Dave Huber from the Vermont Agency of Agriculture spoke to the Selectboard and to the 
residents of Aussie, Avery, and Trescott Lane about an ongoing livestock issue. They explained under the current state 
regulations there were no violations occurring in regards to the pigs on Don Boule’s property. Once more stringent 
regulations are in place by November 2016, they would then be able to cite Mr. Boule for being in violation unless he makes 
changes.  The neighbors spoke of the smell and the flies.  One resident claimed if he wanted to sell his home he would not 
be able given the conditions in the neighborhood. The Selectboard mailed a letter to Don Boule and Sean Hurdle which 
Joan read.  The conclusion of the letter made the following requests: 

If proper measures are not taken to clean up your property, maintain sanitation, and abate off-site noxious odors, 

(remove pig waste) within 30 days, the Royalton Selectboard will institute a civil action in the name of the Town 

seeking an order from the Court to compel you to take action. No additional pigs are to be brought on to the 

property pending remediation. 

Mr. Boule offered to do what was asked of him to improve the situation.  Currently there are 39 pigs on the property with 3 

pigs about to give birth before the end of August. Doug suggested contacting the UVM extension.  Sandy said the town will 

contact them and find out what services they offer. 

Beth Wilhite spoke to the Selectboard about her new position as chair of the Royalton Planning Commission.  She 

mentioned a meeting that she will be having Friday 08/12/2016 with Kevin Ellis who does public relations for David Hall and 

New Vista.  David Hall will be attending a Planning Commission Meeting in October.  Beth said they was to take question 

submissions for David Hall ahead of time.  She also wants to make certain the meeting remains informational and not take 

up too much time with public opinion. Beth suggested the Academy Building for this meeting. 



 

 

Sarah Buxton offered to speak about livestock issues on a legislative level on behalf of the town. 

Set Royalton Wastewater Rate J. Goldstein motioned and S. Conrad seconded to set the Royalton Wastewater rate 

for 01/01/2016-06/30/2016 as .0183 per gallon and $1.83 per 100 gallons.  Motion passed 3 approve and 1 

abstention. 

Overland Bike Race August 28, 2016 J. Goldstein motioned and S. Conrad seconded to allow the bike race through 

town and to allow a couple of tents on the South Royalton green as bike stops.  Motion passed 3-0 traffic control 

will be provided 9:45am-noon.  

Request by Recreation Department there was a request for a women’s softball team to camp on Carpenter filed.  The 

Selectboard decided due to liability issues they would not approve this request.  Larry will look into the field behind Journey 

Church.  

Appoint Royalton Health Officer S. Conrad motioned and J. Goldstein seconded to appoint Royalton Rescue Squad 

Director David Palmer as the new Royalton Health Officer and Larry Trottier as his deputy.  Motion passed 3-0. 

J. Goldstein motioned and P. Gates seconded to allow Green Mountain Power to park GMP vehicles during an 

emergency at the Town Office building parking lot.  Motion passed 3-0. 

Parking Violations Ticket #5628 and Ticket #5631.  Letters of appeal were read for both tickets and the Selectboard 

decided to uphold the parking violation for both tickets. 

Employee Performance Reviews: Road Foreman and Town Administrator Tabled until future meeting. 

Meeting Minutes 07/26/2016 S.Conrad motioned and P. Gates seconded to approve minutes with clarifications.  

Motion passed 3-0 

Accounts Payable were reviewed and approved by Selectboard 

Expense Submissions the Selectboard approved a request to purchase sandbags and a shovel to fill them by 

Gidget Lyman the Royalton Emergency Management Coordinator. 

S. Conrad motioned and J. Goldstein seconded to enter executive session at 8:50pm to discuss a personnel 

matter.  Motion passed 3-0. 

J. Goldstein motion and S. Conrad seconded to exit executive session at 9:23pm 

Action taken the Selectboard will prepare a memo listing issues to be discussed with Royalton Police Chief Jim 

Beraldi.  He will be invited to the next Selectboard meeting on 08/23/2016 to discuss the memo. 

Phil mentioned Hartgen will be flushing the sewer lines on 08/12/2016 for an estimate cost of $2,500.00 

Meeting Adjourned 9:30pm  

Respectfully Submitted  

Rose Hemond Town Administrator 


