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Audit Report  

The Town has hired Angolano & Company, a professional audit firm to review the Townôs finances.  A copy of the audit 
report is filed in the Town Clerkôs Office for review  
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Title                                              Elected Town Officers    Term Expires 

Moderator     David Ainsworth     2015 

Town Clerk    Karmen M. Bascom     2015 

Town Treasurer   Theresa M. Harrington     2015 

Selectboard 

3 Year Term    Peggy Ainsworth (Clerk)     2015 

3 Year Term    Phil Gates (Vice Chairman)    2017 

3 Year Term    Larry Trottier (Chairman)    2016 

2 Year Term    Sandra Conrad      2016 

2 Year Term    Joan Goldstein      2015 

 

Listers 
3 Year Term    Jeffrey Barcelow     2016 

3 Year Term    Walter Hastings      2017 

3 year Term    Bruce Washburn      2015 

 

First Constable    Robert Hull      2016 

Second Constable          2015 

 

Collector of Delinquent Taxes  Theresa Harrington      2015 

 

Cemetery Commissioners 
3 Year Term    John P. Dumville     2015 

3 Year Term    Alison S. Gravel      2017 

3 Year Term    Wanda Knudsen      2016 

 

Town Agent    Tavian Mayer       2015 

 

Grand Juror     Allison N. Fulcher     2015 

 

Trustees of Public Funds 

3 Year Term    Donna Bohonnon     2017 

3 Year Term    Joshua Powers      2016 

3 Year Term    Lincoln Clark      2015 

 
Library Trustee    Cynthia Dalrymple     2015 

 

School Directors 
3 Year Term    Christine Hudson     2017 

3 Year Term    Tim Murphy      2016 

3 Year Term    Tom Honigford      2015 

2 Year Term    Laurie Smith      2016 

2 year Term    Chris Mabey       2015 

 

 

Justices of the Peace (Elected November 2014 for a two year term, beginning February 1 ) 

David Ainsworth 763-8017  Allison Fulcher  763-8500 

William Ballou  763-7106  Alison Gravel  763-7199 

Susan Cain  763-8449  Hoyt Bingham  763-7842 

Bruce V. Post  763-8466  John Dumville   763-8567 

Joshua B. Powers 763-8087  Sandra Conrad  565-0401  
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Appointed Officers and Committee Members 

Planning Commission Term Expires   
Beth Willhite  2014   
Jim Rikert   2017   Appointed Officers 
Mark Wood  2017   Assistant Clerk   Rita Hull 
Robert Slattery  2014   Assistant Treasurer  Luann Bingham 
Alison Gravel  2015   911 Coordinator   Karmen Bascom 
Ron Johnson  2015   Flood Plain Admin.  Walter Hastings 
David Brandau  2015   Transportation Advisory Rep.  

Tim Dreisbach  2016   Transportation Advisory Alt. Roger McCrillis  
Joshua B. Powers 2016    Town Emergency Coordinator Gidget Lyman 

      Green-Up Day Chairperson Conservation Committee 
      Civil Defense Chairperson Robert Hull 

Health Officer   Robert Hull 
Conservation Commission   Town Service Officer  Sandra Conrad 
Kathy Benson (Chair)     Fire Warden   Donald Lovejoy  
Bushrod Powers  (Vice-chair)   Tree Warden   Frank Lamson  
Rebecca Wagner  (Secretary)   Deputy Tree Warden  Paul Brock 
Mike Bald     Inspector of Lumber  David Lyman 
Don Carbino     Weigher of Coal   Susan Cain  
      Pound Keeper   Country Animal Hospital  
      Fence Viewers   David Lyman 

          Peter Chapman 
          George Spaulding  
 
Recreation Commission  Term Expires      
Vicki Braley, Chair    2016          
Jennifer Morse, Treasurer 2017 
Kerri Rogers, Director 
Lisa Southworth, Secretary 2017 
Kim Hebard   2015         
Billy Jean Vesper   2015 
Jim Hewitt   2017  Windsor-Orange 1 State Representative 
Bridget Barry   2016  Sarah Buxton  233-0274 
John Scoskie   2016  sbuxton@leg.state.vt.us 
Troy Stratton   2017 
   
Revolving Loan Fund    Windsor District State Senators 
      John F. Campbell  295-6328 
      jcampbell@leg.state.vt.us 
Joshua B. Powers 2014   Dick McCormack  234-5497 
Joan Goldstein  2015   mccormack@leg.state.vt.us 
Lincoln Clark  2015   Alice Nitka   228-8432 
Theresa Harrington    anitka@leg.state.vt.us 
 
 
Appointed Representatives 
Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional Commission  David Brandau 
Regional Transportation Planning Committee   
White River Valley Solid Waste Alliance   Sandra Conrad 
Advisor to Selectboard for Lovejoy Trust                  Sandra Conrad 
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TOWN OF ROYALTON,  VERMONT  

WARNING FOR ANNUAL MEETING  

MARCH 3, 2015 

 

Note: The polls will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for Australian Ballot voting. 

 

The legal voters of the Town of Royalton are hereby warned and notified to meet at the South Royalton High School 

Auditorium in South Royalton Village, in the Town of Royalton on Tuesday, the 3rd day of March 2015, at ten oôclock in the 

forenoon to transact the following business: 

 

Article I  To elect by Australian ballot the following officers: 

Officer       Term Length 
Town Moderator      One Year 

School Moderator                 One Year 

Town Clerk      One Year 

Town Treasurer      One Year 

Selectboard      Three Years 

Selectboard      Two Years  

Lister       Three Years   

Second Constable     Two Year 

Collector of Delinquent Taxes    One Year 

Cemetery Commissioner     Three Years 

Town Agent      One Year 

Grand Juror      One Year 

Trustee of Public Funds     Three Years 

School Director      Three Years 

School Director      Two Years 

 Library Trustee      Two Years 

 

Arti cle II By Australian Ballot 

 Shall the Town adopt the revised Town Plan?  

 

Article III  To receive the reports of the Town Officers? 

Article IV  Shall the voters appropriate $276,674.00 to the following Royalton organizations, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 

2691? 

       Approved 2014  Requested 2015 

South Royalton Fire District #1 (p.55)  $49,000    $60,000 

 Royalton Memorial Library  (p.50)  $55,355    $56,855 

 South Royalton Rescue Squad  (p.56)  $148,355   $153,719 

 Royalton Town Band (p.60)   $2,400    $2,400 

 Fuller Stearn Post #51 (Memorial Day)  $700    $700 

 S. Royalton Area Senior Citizens  (p.60)  $3,000    $3,000   

 Total      $258,810   $276,674  
 

Article V  Shall the voters appropriate $23,718 to the following social service agencies, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 2691? 

       Approved 2014  Requested 2015 
 Capstone Community Action  

(Formerly CV Community Action Council)(p.61) $400    $400 

 CV Council on Aging (p.61)   $1,000    $1,500 

 Clara Martin Center (p.61)   $4,180    $4,180 

 The Family Place (p.62)    $200    $200 

 HCRS (p.63)      $2,689    $2,689 

HIV/HCV Resource Center (p.64)   $500    $500 

Orange County Parent Child Center (New) (p.64) $0    $1,000  

Vermont Association of Conservation Districts  

(Formerly Northern VT Resource C&D) (p.66) $ 0    $100  
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Safeline  (p. 64)     $1,000    $1,000 

 Stagecoach (p.65)    $2,360    $3,318   

Vermont Adult Learning  (p.65)   $500    $500 

 VT Assc. Of the Blind  (p.65)   $750    $750 

 VT Ctr. For Independent Living (p.66)   $305    $305 

 Visiting Nurses (p.66)    $5,876    $5,876 

 WR Partnership (p.67)     $500    $500 

 WC Partners  (p.67)    $500    $500 

 WC Youth Services  (p.68)   $400    $400 

 Total      $21,160                            $23,718   
  

Article VI  Shall the voters approve total general fund expenditures of $1,099,765  of which $717,965  shall be raised by 

taxes pursuant to 24 V.S.A § 2664? 

 

 

Article VII  Shall the voters approve total highway fund expenditures of $1,051,700, of which $906,700 shall be raised by 

taxes pursuant to 24 V.S.A § 2664? 

 

Article VIII       Shall the voters authorize the Treasurer to collect property taxes on or before November 2, 2015, with 

delinquent taxes subject to interest charges of one percent per month or fraction thereof and eight percent 

penalty charged against them from the due date?   

 

Article IX          To transact any other non-binding business proper to be brought before said meeting. 

 

Dated this 27th day of January, 2015 

Selectboard, Town of Royalton 

Larry Trottier Chairperson  

Phil Gates Vice-Chair  

Peggy Ainsworth Clerk 

Joan Goldstein 

Sandy Conrad 

 

 
SOUTH ROYALTON VILLAGE PHOTO COURTESY OF R. HULL 
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Royalton Selectboard Report 

FY 2013/2014 

Each year the Royalton Selectboard spends many hours in meetings conducting town business.  The 

following narrative is an overview of our accomplishments, highlights of the past year, and what the 

future holds. 

 

FY 15/16 Budget News 

The General Fund Budget request for FY 15/16 shows and increase in expenses of $75,656.00 or 7%.  

The amount of funds requested for taxes for the General Fund has increased slightly by 2%.   

The Highway Fund budget request for FY 15/16 is $1,051.700.00 same as FY 14/15.  The amount of 

funds requested for taxes for the Highway Fund is $906,700.00 same as FY 14/15.   

Due to the shortfall in revenue from tax delinquencies ($259,150.00) there was an overall negative 

effect to the General Funds bottom line for FY 13/14.  At the time of this town report cumulative tax 

delinquencies are $349, 755.00.  When property taxes are paid in November, the Highway Fund and 

the school receive their entire allocation.  It is the General Fund that remains under funded.   

 

Overview FY 13/14 

 

The Town of Royalton was approved on June 10, 2014 for an ACT 250 permit to operate a gravel pit 

on the former Crawford property.  The Town of Royalton will sell gravel to the Highway Department.  

This revenue will be deposited into a debt service fund (p32).  It is these funds that will be used to pay 

the loan for the new town office building.  

 

New Town Office Building.  The Selectboard has contracted the services of Architect Jay White to 

design the new town office building.  As of current, Jay has completed the town building specifications 

and blue prints.  The project is expected to go out to bid in March 2015. The town has been approved 

for funding through the USDA. 

 

Many important infrastructure projects took place this summer.  Happy Hollow culvert was replaced 

and paid for with structure grant money from the State of Vermont.  Road paving and manhole repairs 

were completed around the South Royalton Village using funds from a paving grant.  Urstadt culvert 

replacement was completed by using FEMA Funds. 

  

FEMA (Storm Irene)  

There is one pending project remaining from Storm Irene.  Perley Farm Road project has been 

deliberated extensively by FEMA, the state and the town.  The Town is closer to having this matter 

resolved which will include reinforcing/rip rap the riverbank and restoring the old Perley Farm Road.  

The project completion date is September of 2015. 

 

Royalton Academy Building 

The building continues to serve our community well.  Office space is available for rent. The 

Selectboard is looking to make improvements to the building. The building can be rented for special 

events by calling building manager, Christina Clark at 802-282-7602. The Selectboardôs goal is to 

make the building self-supportive.   
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Revolving Loan Fund 

The Revolving Loan Fund continues to be available to help new and established businesses that wish to 

operate in our town.  The fund provides short term loans for start-up costs, inventory purchases, or 

infrastructure improvements.  Please feel free to contact the Selectboard office for more information.  

The Revolving Loan Fund Committee is seeking interested individuals to volunteer to serve on the 

committee.  If interested please contact the Royalton Selectboard office at 802-763-7967. 

 

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program HMGP (Voluntary home buyout):  

Due to the flooding event 4 properties chose to take part in the voluntary buyout program.  These four 

properties were located within the 100 year flood zone which the town regulates, and thus were 

eligible.  Homes that sustained 50% of their pre-flood assessed value in damage were considered 

substantially damaged and thus eligible for the buyout program.   The Town has closed on all these 

properties as of late June 2014.  They have all been demolished and removed. 

 

Buyout Property Parks:  Two of the properties that were part of the HMGP grant program were 

approved for Community Development Block Grant funds to design riverside parks.  They are: 43 

Royalton Hill Road and 124 Gilman Road. The town of Royalton is currently working with White 

River Partnership and Dubois and King on the conceptual design phase.  Another round of CDBG 

grants will be awarded in February 2015 for the construction phase.   

 

Gilman Road Grant: The Town of Royalton has been awarded a Community Development Block 

Grant in the amount of $445,151.00 to repair a dangerous segment of Gilman Road.    

 
SECTION OF GILMAN ROAD TO BE REPAIRED TO PREVENT FURTHER EROSION 
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Town of Royalton, Vermont 
Minutes of the Annual  

Town Meeting March 4, 2014 
South Royalton School Gymnasium 

 
Prior to the onset of Royalton Town Meeting, Town Moderator, David Ainsworth asked townspeople if they would allow a guest 

speaker:  Windsor County State Senator John F. Campbell. He understands there are crime, tax and finance issues, which Sarah 

Buxton will speak to us about. However, his concern is the drug problem.  As a former police officer in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, he 

dealt with crime on the street. He sees it here too, with Vermontôs current Oxycodone and opioid problem. As of now, three to five 

million dollars per year are being spent to circumvent the epidemic of abuse, arrest and to find treatment for Vermont families.  Senator 

Campbell introduced Sarah Buxton. To recap her talk at last nightôs Royalton School Meeting, she described why taxes are going up 

while budgets are voted level. She said she is concerned, but potential remedies which support lower spending, negatively impact 

communities like ours. Possibilities include income sensitivity on higher earnings household and state mandates for student teacher 

ratios. Sheôs aware we do not have 100 percent broadband coverage and that we need access to high quality healthcare. Our 

legislature is asking questions of our agencies and of governing bodies regarding use and cost. Doyle poll and Buxton survey are 

available in lobby.    

 Seated at head table are Selectboard members: Peg Ainsworth, Phil Gates, Larry Trottier, Ernie Amsden and Joan Goldstein. 

Administrative and Finance Manager: Rose Hemond and Clerk: Karmen Bascom 

Presiding over Town Meeting is Town Moderator, David Ainsworth. He invited all to join him in The Pledge of Allegiance and read the 

Warning for Annual Meeting to the townspeople, beginning with: 

Article I. To elect by Australian ballot, the following officers: 

 Town Moderator One Year     Collector of Delinquent Taxes  One Year 

  School Moderator   One Year    Cemetery Commissioner          Three years 

 Town Clerk   One Year    Town Agent     One Year 

             Town Treasurer   One Year  Grand Juror     One Year 

              Selectboard   Three Years  Trustee of Public Funds    Three Years 

              Selectboard  Two Years     School Director     Three Years 

              Lister   Three Years   School Director     Two Years 

              First Constable                Two Years                      School Director                  One Year left on a 2 Year appt. 

             Second Constable  One Year left on a 2 year appt.   Library Trustee       Two Years 

  All are reminded that polls will remain open until 7 p.m. for voting and Article II is read. 

Article II. Shall the action taken at the meeting of this town held on March 5, 2013 

 in spite of the fact that the second constable position was missing from Article I,  

and any act or action of the municipal officers or agents pursuant thereto be readopted,  

ratified and confirmed? Motion made, moved and seconded; call for discussion?  

 

Floor: Bushrod Powers called point of order: ñWhat on Earth is this all about?ò David Ainsworth said a constitutional position was 
omitted, verification is needed. Selectboard member Peg Ainsworth states that the position was on ballot, but was not on warning. 
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Second Constable was then appointed before they realized it was not on Article I. This yearôs Article II asked town if the appointment 
was ñokay?ò Call for discussion, none. Motion carried by hand vote. 

 

Article III.  To receive the reports of the Town officers?  

Moved and seconded; open for discussion. 

 Floor:  Jo Levasseur said there are problems with the Minutes of the Town Meeting. There are typos, needs proof-reading, figures 

wrong, Senior Center monies left out, Article V figure in dispute. She moved that the report be edited and resubmitted to the 

Selectboard for approval before entered as town record, 2013.  Moderator Ainsworth asked her to restate motion for clarification. She 

reiterates. Point of order is called to ask ñIs that an amendment to the motion to accept the report; was there a motion on the floor 

already?ò  JoJo Levasseur stated it is an amendment.  Moderator Ainsworth says, ñAmendment on floor to not accept.ò  JoJo 

Levasseur said motion has already been seconded; her hope was to correct minutes.  Theresa Harrington, prior Town Clerk, reminded 

us that these are history and that the clerk might have a tape of last yearôs meeting. Motion as Ainsworth understands is not to accept 

minutes as printed.  Levasseur reiterates that motion was to correct them and send to Selectboard. Moderator Ainsworth says ñthatôs 

passedé already printed.ò JoJo Levasseur asked, ñIs this what Selectboard approved for last yearôs meeting?ò Selectman Amsden 

said: ñTown Clerk wrote minutes and to best of my knowledge, Selectboard has no authority over Town Clerk.ò JoJo Levasseur said the 

Selectboard should approve.  Moderator stated it was his job and he had not approved them for the last few years. So, if thereôs any 

error, it probably would be with him, as he runs the meeting. Floor: Charles Bascom said you canôt have a negative motion, itôs illegal. 

Moderator confirmed. Floor: Pam Levasseur said there is a statute that basically says that minutes should be submitted to Selectboard 

and Civil Authority and two members need to attest to them within seven to fourteen days of actual meeting. Moderator maintains thatôs 

one of his jobs and he did not do this. Floor:  Theresa Harrington spoke to correct. She believed that the Moderator is supposed to 

review and sign off.  Floor: Gary Hobart made motion to amend the amendment, to review tapes for fully corrected minutes and then 

vote at next yearôs meeting. Moderator confirms that amendment to amendment is legal. Amendment is to accept Town Reports as 

printed, except for minutes, until reviewed by Town Clerk and Moderator by tape recording for corrections. Town Agent may look into 

legalities. Verification of minutes will be available. Moderator Ainsworth called for amendment. Motion to amend carried. Discussion?  

Floor: Maria Lamson was concerned. She felt perhaps wording was being changed and that everyone has a little different view of what 

happened.  She continued: We all try to clarify, however town reports tend to have informal language. We should vote original motion 

and accept the minutes and if the Moderator made a mistake, let it be corrected. ñThatôs a process that doesnôt have to be legislated.ò 

Floor: Tim Dreisbach mentioned there have been two resignations this year: Rebecca Beguin and JoJo Levasseur, former chair to 

Planning Commission. The Planning Commission surveys are coming. It is required to update the Town Plan every five years; first 

stage is to send survey within two to three months. Please participate. The next meetings will include Selectboard, Schoolboard and 

any individuals are welcome as the survey is designed. Results will be made available to all residents. Moderator Ainsworth asks for 

round of applause for Planning Commission.  

Moderator read corrections to delinquent tax report. Should not have been listed: Amell, Brown, Colangelo, Bruce Read Estate, Regan, 

Taber and Stravaski. Floor: Geo Honigford:  Believes it time we take out the itemized delinquent tax reports, as the information is 

available at the office. ñWe donôt need to splash it out in the Town Report.ò  

Floor:  Charles Bascom made point of order: There is still an amendment out on floor, not voting on main motion.  Ainsworth stated: We 

voted to accept everything, except the minutes, ruling we are voting on main motion as amended.  Levasseur reminds them that the 

motion was to correct minutes with Selectboard approval.  Moderator Ainsworth says amendment is accepted; Levasseurôs is no longer 

on floor.  Point of order called. Moderator Ainsworth reiterates that the amended motions to not accept minutes of last yearôs Town 

Report and resubmit them at next Town Meeting after review by Moderator and Town Clerk.ò All in favor of main motion as amendment 

to not accept minutes of last yearôs town meeting? Dreisbach clarified Bascomôs point of order.  Ainsworth called for end of discussion, 

to vote. All in favor of accepting town report, except minutes of town meeting, please signify by raising cards, opposed?  Motion carried.   
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Article IV Shall the voters appropriate $258,810 to the following Royalton organizations, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §2691?  

Approved 2013  Requested 2014 
South Royalton Fire District #1 (pg.50)  $49,000   $49,000 
Royalton Memorial Library (pg. 48)   $54,355   $55,355 
South Royalton Rescue Squad (pg.51)  $146,255  $$148,355 
Royalton Town Band (pg.54)   $2,400   $2,400 
Fuller Sterns Post #51 (Memorial Day)  $700   $700 
S. Royalton Area Senior Citizens (pg.54)  $3,000   $3,000 
Total      $255,710              $258,810 
 

Motion to appropriate is moved and seconded. 
 
Selectman Ernie Amsden asked to amend line one to read Royalton Fire District #1.  Correction noted. Motion carries to appropriate 
funds. 

Article V Shall the voters appropriate $21,160 to the following social service agencies,  
pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §2691? 
 
     Approved 2013  Requested 2014 
CV Community Action (pg.55)  $400   $400 
CV Council on Aging (pg.55)  $1,000   $1,000 
Clara Martin Center (pg.56)  $4,180    $4,180 
The Family Place (pg.560    $200   $200 
HCRS (pg.57)    $2,689   $2,689 
HIV/HCV Resource Center (pg.57)  $500   $500 
Northern VT Resources C&D (N/A)  $100   $0 
Safeline (pg.58)    $1,000   $1,000 
Stagecoach (pg.58)   $2,360   $2,360 
Vermont Adult Learning (pg.58)  $500   $500 
VT Assc. of the Blind (pg.59)  $750   $750 
VT Ctr. For Independent Living (pg.59) $305   $305 
Visiting Nurses (pg.60)   $5,876   $5,876 
WR Partnership (pg.60)   $500   $500 
WC Partners (pg.61)   $500   $500 
WC Youth Services (pg.61)  $400   $400 
Total     $21,260   $21,160      
   

Motion moved and seconded; discussion? Floor: Minor Correction. Requested total amount for 2014 should be $21, 160, not $21.160. 
Motion carried. 
 

Article VI Shall the voters approve total general fund expenditures of $1,024,109 of which $703,609  
shall be raised by taxes pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 2664? 

 
Motion moved, seconded; discussion? Larry Trottier said budget increased one percent; primarily due to less state police coverage and 
more local police, acquisition of local cemetery and meetings/election budget. $12,374 increase overall. However, Delinquent Tax 
Collector brought in enough taxes so previous revenues applied to this year decreases overall money needed to be raised by $8,376. 
Article VI motion carries. 
 

Article VII Shall the voters approve total highway fund expenditures of $1,051,700, of which  
$906,700 shall be raised by taxes pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 2664? 

 
Motion is moved and seconded with discussion. Floor: Del Thurston feels we do not owe Tunbridge or Sharon any money because of 

the services we give them and he wants a more complete accounting of our Town Highway department. Larry Trottier feels that those 

towns came through for us and assisted us during Irene. Loaders and trucks are furnished because ñVermontôs all about neighbors.ò  

Town had to replace a nine year old truck and many repairs were needed. Budget is up 1.7 percent due to labor, equipment rental, salt, 

maintenance repairs, but delinquent taxes income resulted in no increases for townspeople at this point. Floor: Harry Dodge wants to 



12 

know why town doesnôt plow and sand his bridge; why foundation of bridge is not being repaired, although town crew did repair a 

pothole on the bridge. State aid is received by town and yet his taxes continue to rise. Floor: Bushrod Powers thanked the road crew. 

ññOn a cold, snowy, lousy morning, it really makes me happy to be woken up by the sound of that diesel truckéò ñéour crew does a 

(explicative) of a good job.òò  Article reread, motion moved, seconded, carried. 

Article VIII Shall the voters of the Town of Royalton call on the State Legislature to explore the creation of a Public Bank for 

Vermont? 

Motion moved, seconded, floor open for discussion. Floor: Peg Elmer, who has worked with community development in Vermont for 

over 35 years (infrastructure i.e. water, sewer, transportation) says Federal government gives less every year and expects states to 

step in. Vermont has limited resources: people and land, but not enough money to do what we need to.  Public Bank was initiated in 

Oklahoma back in the 1920ôs. Wall Street and banking issues have cause about 20 other states to look at public banking. Four years of 

Vermont legislation, proposed, studies available.  Current legislation is looking to make a few changes to utilize existing VSAC, VEDA 

and VHFA which have similar lending procedures. Our legislature, hearing from towns will make a difference. Floor: Suzanne Longôs 

attention captured regarding public banking because of amount of money to remain in state. ñAll that money that goes out state playing 

the Wall Street interest game just leaves the state and we canôt use it anymore.ò Local market paid $26,000 in credit card fees. Their 

mission is to invest in this community economy, meaning $26,000 has left this community and state.  

Floor: Nick Manouvelos:  said he knows Vermont is second poorest state in America next to Mississippi. Heôs travelled across Vermont 

and he is ñéreminded of the old country, where somebody has everything and somebody has nothing.ò Taxes are his concern. 

Moderator read list on taxes handed to him: real estate, excise, rooms and meals, sales tax, federal, fuel, etc. Manouvelos asked Joan 

Goldstein why such a poor state has such high taxes, when other states have similar taxes, but they make more money.  Thereôs no 

opportunity here. Dan Kinney makes point of order. ñWe want to know what you think about the bank.ò Manouvelos said he already 

pays taxes and itôs not fair we pay such taxes and still our children must leave Vermont for jobs. Ainsworth thanked Nick and returns to 

question on floor. 

 Floor: Elmer said taxpayer money will stay in state with state bank and shouldnôt compete with small private banks. This bank will help 

keep money at home. First rule in economic development is to ñplug the leaksò and keep money home. That is what the state bank is 

about. Floor: Harry Dodge said he doesnôt want to send money to state where politicians are; ñprivate enterprise is doing a pretty good 

job.ò Floor: Carol Dermody asked where does initial money comes from. Moderator Ainsworth said tax dollars. Elmer stated: ñits tax 

dollars that are already there.ò Existing entities are already sufficiently capitalized to provide base. Floor: Dick Ellis said almost 

everything state or federal government takes over becomes a mess. Floor: Kate Fellows reminded us that weôre voting to explore and 

that she doesnôt see any problem in looking at it further.ò Floor: Alison Gravel said the government is portrayed as evil, but Wall Street 

and the banks arenôt any less evil. Ainsworth call for discussion then rereads Article VIII. Card vote is too close so Board of Civil 

Authority is called for a standing count.  

Moderator asked people to sit down and reminded everyone that for eight dollars, the Rebekah Lodge has chicken pie available. 

Article passes with 74 in favor and 59 against.  

Article IX  To transact any other non-binding business proper to be brought before said meeting. 

 Floor: Daniel Kinney said he cannot get high speed internet, although Fairpoint goes across his property. He asks that townspeople 

call governor because they donôt have access to high speed internet even though he lives only ı mile off Vermont Route 14. People 

are not able to sell or rent homes to college students because they donôt have high speed. He stated ñThis is just like rural 

electrification.ò He rents in Randolph so he may run his company. Thatôs tax dollars our town isnôt getting.  ñIf we are going to build a 

tax base here, we have to have the infrastructure.ò  Kinney said the school requires high speed access for homework assignments. His 

daughter has to go to town green for access, while she sits in her car. Our town has to get their act together.  He is asking town not to 

just ñsurf the web,ò but to help those who donôt have high speed access.  
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Larry Trottier thanked Selectboard member of seven years: Ernie Amsden, who is stepping down. Ernie thanked board and 

townspeople. He said, often they do not agree, but the board has a unique set of perspectives, makes good decisions and is ñextremely 

judicious in their stewardship of your money.ò One thing that drives taxes is spending and the board is not frivolous with town money.  

Amsden acknowledged Rose Hemond; Financial Manager. ñShe has been a tremendous asset in putting together a good budget for 

this community.ò Thank you for your support.  ñItôs been a blast for me.ò 

Moderator Ainsworth asked if anything else is to be brought forth and ends meeting before lunch by announcing:  ñAll those in favor of 

recessing until polls close at 7 oôclock p.m.  to please signify by standing up.ò  

174 In attendance       

2003 registered voters on checklist 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karmen M Bascom, Royalton Town Clerk 
David Ainsworth, Royalton Town Moderator 
Joshua Powers,  Royalton Justice of the Peace 

 
Town of Royalton, Vermont 

Corrected Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting 
March 5, 2013 

South Royalton School Gymnasium 
 
The legal voters of the Town of Royalton met as warned at the South Royalton School gymnasium to conduct the annual Town Meeting 
business. The meeting was held on Tuesday, March 5, 2013. Town Moderator, David Ainsworth led the community in the Pledge of 
Allegiance and then asked for a moment of silence for all of our citizens and other folks that we have known who have passed away 
this year. He reminded us that the Rebekahôs Lodge #70 will be hosting their chicken and biscuit lunch at noon. He acknowledged the 
availability of Buxton surveys and Doyle polls and other pertinent state homestead paperwork.  
 
Seated at the head table were, Selectboard members: Larry Trottier, Peg Ainsworth, Phil Gates, Joan Goldstein and Ernie Amsden; 
Town Financial Manager and Selectboard Assistant: Rose Hemond and Town Clerk: Karmen Bascom. 
Introductions were made, Ainsworth stated he would follow Robertôs Rules of Order and the meeting was warned. The meeting came to 
order officially at 10:15a.m. It was noted that polls were open at 8a.m. and would continue until 7p.m. this evening. In addition, a ballot 
for a Windsor County bond vote, to be on separate ballot, for renovations was also available.  
 
Article I  To elect by Australian ballot, the following officers:  

Town and School Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, Selectboard (3 yr.), Selectboard (2 yr.), Lister (3yr.), Collector of Delinquent 
Taxes, Cemetery Commissioner (3yr.), Town Agent, Grand Juror, Trustee of Public Funds (3 yr.), School Director (3 yr.), 
School Director (2 yr.) and Library Trustee (2yr.). 

 
Article II To receive reports of Town Officers? 
 
Motion moved, seconded and carried on Article I and II by hand ballot. 
    
Larry Trottier had everyone at the table introduce themselves. Larry read Selectboard report, analyzed budget, explains taxes and 
spoke about how much will be needed to maintain town property, computer systems and the highway budget. To keep taxes 
acceptable and services available, the General Fund increased by 8.13%. Mention was made of Crawford Property office possibilities, 
but he asks that conversation be tabled until end of meeting. Ainsworth asked if there are any other questions on report as printed. 
 
Floor: Harry Dodge asked ñWhatôs going on with Hope Property?ò Trottier said he had promised at last yearôs Town Meeting not to 
discuss the topic as a Selectboard member. Other entities would do that. Floor: Jo Levasseur spoke to an error in Planning 
Commission members. Powers listed twice, add David Brandau. Also the appointment year should be 2013, not 2015, because of 
interim terms and to have three out of nine members up for reappointment every year. 
 
Moderator Ainsworth asked for additional questions regarding Selectmenôs report of town officers. No questions. Ainsworth asks floor if 
they would signify by raising card. Motion moved, seconded and carried, by hand ballot.  
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Article III Shall the voters appropriate $276,970 to the following Royalton organizations, pursuant to 24 VSA § 2691?   
     Approved 2012       Requested 2013 

South Royalton Fire Dept. (pg. 54)  $49,000   $49,000  
Royalton Memorial Library (pg.45)  $53,855   $54, 355 
South Royalton Rescue Squad (pg. 50) $122,510  $146,255 
Royalton Town Band (pg.55)  $2,400   $2,400 
Fuller Stern Post #51(Memorial Day) $700   $700 
S. Royalton Area Senior Citizens (pg. 55) $3000                                  $3000  
Total______________________________________________________________     
     $231,465  $255,710 

 
Motion moved and seconded to lump sum Article III. No questions for Article III. However, Theresa Harrington said the numbers donôt 
add up. Numbers are recalculated to reflect actual amount. Sandy Conrad pointed out that the number warned on Article III is actually 
Article III and Article IV combined. Adjustments are made to reflect appropriate amount. What is actually being voted on is $255,710. 
Discrepancy noted on next article. Shall voters appropriate $255,710 for Article III? Motion carries by hand ballot. 
 
Floor: Paul Brock took floor and spoke to us about his new role as Fire Chief after 40 years of Whitneys. Fire Chief gave plaque of 
appreciation to David Whitney. Corinne Ingraham is thanked for over 30 years as assistant and Captain; Chief Brock gives plaque of 
appreciation on behalf of entire crew and announced her as a ñGodsend.ò 
 
Ainsworth announced Article IV Shall voters appropriate (indicates need for change) $21,260, not $29,025 to the following social 
service agencies, pursuant to 24 VSA § 2691? Motion carried to vote as one sum. 

Approved 2012      Requested 2013 
CV Community Action     $400   $400 
CV Council on Aging     $1,000   $1,000 
Clara Martin Center     $4,180   $4,180 
The Family Place      $200   $200 
HCRS       $2,689   $2,689 
HIV/HCR Resource Center     $500   $500 
Northern VT Resource C&D    $100  $100 
Safeline       $1,000   $1,000 
Stagecoach      $2,025   $2,360 
VT Adult Learning     $500  $500 
VT Assoc. of the Blind     $750   $750 
VT Ctr. for Independent Living    $305  $305 
Visiting Nurses      $5,876   $5,876 
WR Partnership      $500   $500 
WC Partners      $500  $500 
WC Youth Services     $400  $400 

TOTAL       $20,925  $21,260 
    
Figures were amended on floor to reflect corrected amount requested in 2013 (above) and motion to appropriate was moved, 
seconded and carried by hand ballot. 
 
Article V Shall the voters approve total general fund expenditures of $1,004,046 of which $704,196 shall be raised by taxes pursuant to 
24 VSA §2664? Selectboard notes another $7,789 for operating expenses received. So Article should read: Shall voters approve 
General Fund expenditure of $1,011,835? Motion moved and seconded. Questions? 

 
Floor: Del Thurston said Sharon should be paying their share of police money. Trottier asks Chief Hull to respond. Hull said, $32,000 
pays for about 16-20 hours a week in Sharon. In Royalton, coverage is about 50 to 55 hours. There are more stops and tickets 
because of road set-up in Sharon. He said it would be hard to make it come out even, but the cost is covered. Floor: Harry Dodge 
wants to know why Royalton cruiser is in Bethel so much. Hull says one of the part-time policemen is a certified mechanic and that he 
lives on Christian Hill and sometimes brings it home for repairs. Ainsworth asks are there any questions on Selectmenôs budget? 
 
Article V Amendment Shall voters approve total general fund expenditures of $1,011,835, 0f which $711,985 shall be raised by taxes? 
Motion carried.  
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Article VI Shall the voters approve total highway fund expenditures of $1,034,200 of which $909,200 shall be raised by taxes pursuant 
to 24 VSA §2664? Motion moved and seconded.  Request for discussion? 
 
Floor:  Dorothy Chap asked why a Bethel town truck is working on our roads. Trottier then stated that the town was willing to loan us 
theirs while Royaltonôs was being worked on. There is also a cooperating agreement between neighboring towns. Bushrod Powers, 
thanked road crew for their good work. Motion carried to approve highway budget Article VI. 
 
Article VII To transact other non-binding business proper to be brought before said meeting. 
 
Larry Trottier told taxpayers that our town has had an environmental study and corrective action plan with 400+ yards of material to be 
moved from property so we can purchase the property to assist with environmental cleanup. He also shows easels with possible 
designs for new town offices on Crawford Property and that there are three funds currently available to assist with cost. $140,000 of 
which has already been voted on in budget, making a twenty year bondôs cost roughly $110,000 resulting in no tax increase.  
  
Architect took floor with permission of townspeople and explained his reasoning behind design. Having 8,000 square feet of floor area, 
the building would be stripped down to a steel frame, replace exterior walls, insulation, windows and bring building up to current 
building codes. There would be room for offices, public meetings, police, rescue, separate entrances, inside vehicle storage and 
separation for security. Trottier maintains cost on building will be about $1.5 million. Joan Goldstein says the interest rate could be in 
the 2-3 percent range with no significant tax increase. 
 
Floor: Alison Gravel asked about Hope Property being the building site for the offices. Trottier said theyôve been authorized to purchase 
Crawford property because of gravel and because the infrastructure is already there, he believes the Crawford site is the right place for 
the offices and the bond vote would help decide their direction. Floor: Pam Frary asked about length (20 yr.) Goldstein replies rate is 
fixed. Floor: Del Thurston thought cost of gravel could be trouble if not properly supervised although he recognized the cost of gravel 
could supplement the cost the property. Floor: Ron Cavanaughôs worried weôd be hit with 4-5 million dollars more in trouble that the 
taxpayers would have to pay because the gravel is not good, land is contaminated, buried tires, etc. He claims no reports from 
registered engineers have been made available. Trottier showed him the survey and state requirements. He asked us to speak with 
EPA. Joan Goldstein added that a study was done and board had given thought to issues; Brownfield studies are completed; town has 
a deal with state through a limited liability assessment of protection and everything should be covered. Ron Cavanaugh has more 
concerns about EPA with complaints filed, including hazardous materials. Heôs concerned about bringing building to code with no 
heating system and asbestos. He asks for another meeting. Ernie Amsden said townôs report indicates investigators were quoted as 
saying thereôs no credible evidence found to support allegations. Amsden says Ron has valid concerns, but the architect has 
accounted for new materials and necessary costs. He also states second report was done with State of Vermont and retested again, 
six months later. The property meets basic safety codes. Floor: Jo Levasseur asked if all goes well with environmental cleanup, would 
we be ready to discuss the bond issue before the next town meeting. Trottier said that, weôd like a bond vote before next town meeting 
and with sanction of townspeople, ground would be broken. Floor: Christine Hudson requested information from fire department and 
rescue squad to see how the offices can be combined. They said they have not yet met, but they will have some plans in the near 
future. Floor: Jim McCleery was concerned about his road; sandy and muddy. Trottier stated we are not yet using gravel from 
Crawfordôs because we do not yet have possession of property. Also, gravel will last for many years for our town. Floor: Peg Elmer said 
many questions are not being answered and asked does the town need to do a bond vote. Sheôs concerned with the larger question 
regarding town offices being built. Joan Goldstein replies: This is a first step in assessing the property, Selectboard is searching for 
responses from townspeople and irrespective of where we build; the cost will be around $1.5 million. Floor: Paul Whitney (in response 
to Christine Hudsonôs inquiry) wanted to build a firehouse at Hope Property; also would be the place for the town offices. Whitney 
asked about the cost of placing the building on the Hope property and Trottier says it would be about the same at $1.9 million.  
 
Voters gave floor to Sarah Buxton (local representative) to give us updates in Montpelier. Her Buxton Banner is available by e-mail with 
such topics as: health care, agriculture and guns. She also has a survey on the big issues: guns, ñDeath with Dignityò, decriminalizing 
marijuana, tax on sugared beverages and wind projects.  She recognized crime as important to our community because of 
prescriptions drugs on street needing to be minimized as well as prosecution. She recognized that the cost of education is high, but so 
is the education level of our students. She accepted further questions from townspeople. 
 
Floor: Pam Frary addressed concerns about education. She feels people are being ñtaxed to deathò and people are suffering. Buxton 
takes issues with the Listersô graph, and she states 75% of taxpayers pay based on income. Buxton says we need to invest on those 
paying taxes in 20 years. Floor: Tim Dreisbach asked about the Listersô report. He agreed with Frary. He feels education funding is 
unsustainable. Dreisbach said heôs also under the cap. He believes the increase at state levels by 18% per year is unsustainable. 
Buxton stated budgets go up, but not by 18%. Dreisbach asked for more conversations. Floor: Robert Quillia said population decreases 
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while state and town worries about making sure kids have high technology. Buxton said population is going down, but we have culture 
of local control. Glanzberg questioned Act 60 and homestead help. What does it do for small businesses and commercial interests? 
Whatôs being done for non-residential properties? Floor: Nick Manouvelos voiced concern about frivolous hemp bill on Doyle polls, lack 
of seriousness for Act 250 and need for reform. Buxton agreed. Manouvelos feels Vermont is turning into a third world country and we 
need more jobs.  
 
Selectboard introduced new assistant, Rose Hemond, as Financial Manager and Administrative Assistant. Floor: Toni Hover asked is 
there a time limit for talking? Moderator apologized for not setting time limit. Hover states she disagrees with Cavanaugh, but she 
believes he should be respected, not insulted by clapping when asked to sit down. Floor: Stewart Levasseur pointed out that several 
opportunities for businesses have been turned down and that our community needs to look into a better way of encouraging them. 
Floor: David Palmer, paramedic for Rescue Squad (follows through in answering second part to Christine Hudsonôs question) spoke 
about keeping costs contained and looking to the future. He asked the town: How can squad better serve town and where should 
efforts go five to ten years from now? Floor: Mike Bald asked if folks in town are interested in an energy or conservation commission. 
Please fill out his poll. He wanted people to know that we have a listserv and encourages joining. 
 
Move to recess meeting, Ainsworth asked all in favor to stand up. Meeting recessed for lunch; however, polls will remain open until 
7p.m., at which time Australian ballot voting will cease. 
 
163 in attendance at Town Meeting 2013 
2,027 registered voters on checklist 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karmen M. Bascom, Royalton Town Clerk 
David Ainsworth, Royalton Town Moderator 
Joshua Powers, Royalton Town Justice of the Peace 
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Results of Bond vote on 03/04/2014 

In Favor 332 

Opposed 126 

Blank 2 

Spoiled 0 

Total Votes 460 
 

 
S. ROYALTON PARK 1908 
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